
Daufuskie Island Plan and Code Committee 
 

Meeting Minutes 

May 10, 2022 

Members Present 

Leanne Coulter 
Cathie Moore 
Jodee Brunning 
Sonny Timmerman 
John Schartner 
Martha Hutton 
Martha Tarrant 

Guests Present 

Deborah Smith 

 

1. Definitions:  It was noted that a definitions section needs to be added to the Code.  Sonny 
volunteered to draft the definitions section.  Everyone should send a list of items needing to be 
defined to Sonny.   

a. BTL:  This is the abbreviation for Building To Line. 

2. Code Amendments:  Jodee explained that Code amendments are only included in the online 
version of the DI Code.  Amendments are not included in the pdf version of the Code available on 
the County’s website. Jodee distributed revised copies of several pages of the DI Code which 
were adopted October 26, 2020 (see attached Exhibit A). 

a. Page B-9:  Division D.1: Transect Zones, D3 General Neighborhood 
b. Page B-13:  Division B-1:  Transect Zones, D4 Mixed Use 
c. Page B-17:  Division D.1:  Transect Zones, D5 Village Center 
d. Page B-21:  Division D.1:  Transect Zones, D5 Gateway Corridor 

3. Lot Coverage:  Leanne pointed out that there are some existing very small lots.  If the maximum 
lot coverage of these lots is 30%, it would be very difficult to build anything on the lot.  Sonny 
explained that the maximum lot coverage amount is designed to limit impervious surface area so 
that excessive storm water runoff does not become a problem.  Sonny recommended that the 
maximum lot coverage areas should not be changed.  However, the DI Code only applies to new 
development.  Existing properties are grandfathered in. 

4. Road Right-of-Way:  Sonny pointed out that the Road Right-of-Way is not defined unless the 
County owns the Right-of-Way. 

5. Revisions to the DI Code:  Sonny volunteered to draft revisions to the DI Code that this 
committee recommends. 

6. Buffers:  There was conversation that some additional thought needs to be given to buffers, what 
type are needed, and where they are needed.  Jodee explained that Thoroughfare Buffers are 
covered in the Beaufort County Community Development Code, and she distributed copies of it 
(see attached Exhibit B).  However, Daufuskie Island does not have any thoroughfares. 

7. Building Types:  Committee members should review the building types described in the DI Code 
and where they are allowed to verify whether any changes should be made. 

8. RV and Manufactured Homes:  Permits are required for power, water, and sewer connections as 
well as septic fields.  Therefore this should help limit the number of persons who can set up an 
RV to live in. 



9. Short Term Vacation Rentals:  Deborah Smith joined the meeting to encourage the committee to 
recommend that the DI Council pass an interim resolution regarding Short Term Vacation 
Rentals.  She distributed copies of a Draft Resolution for the committee’s consideration (see 
attached Exhibit C).  This is an issue for portions of the island that are not located in a Planned 
Unit Development, or a Private Development with Covenants regarding short term rentals.  
Discussion included the following: 

a. The resolution as worded would allow any properties that are legal residences outside of a 
private development to be used as a short term rental until such time as a more 
permanent long term policy is developed.  Concern was expressed that this could open 
the island to problems associated with unrestricted short term vacation rentals. 

b. While tourism is important to Daufuskie Island’s economy, it is also important to keep it in 
balance with the needs of the community and island residents. 

c. Beaufort County government requires a 4-year history of short term rentals on a property 
before they will grant a permit for short term rentals.  This poses a hardship to some 
property owners.  A suggestion was made that if the Council wants to help provide relief 
for this issue, it could recommend that the rental history date to when Beaufort County 
adopted the Short Term Rental ordinance on September 28, 2020.  However, Beaufort 
County may not follow that date. 

d. Ladies Island requires a Special Use Permit for a property owner to do short term vacation 
rentals.  The permit process requires hearings where interested parties can voice their 
opinions.  Even if a property had been previously rented for many years, the Special Use 
Permit is still required for short term vacation rentals.  This is an approach Daufuskie 
Island could consider.  The Beaufort County Zoning and Appeals Board would be the 
entity that would approve the permits. 

e. After discussion, no action was taken by the committee on this issue. 

10. Urgent Issues:  Jodee explained that the committee can put forward suggested revisions to the DI 
Code as individual items.  The County prefers that all necessary revisions not be submittal at one 
time.  The committee agreed that the most urgent issues for this committee to address are: 

a. Manufactured Homes 

b. Short Term Vacation Rentals 

 

Respectfully submitted by Martha Tarrant  

 

Attachments: 

Exhibit A:  Ordinance 2020/48:  Text Amendment to the Daufuskie Island Community Development Code 

Exhibit B:  5.8.50 – Thoroughfare Buffer 

Exhibit C:  DRAFT Short Term Vacation Rentals Resolution-Smith-220510 
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