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Meeting Minutes 
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Members Present  Visitors Present 
Leanne Coulter  Erin Quinn 
Cathie Moore  Dennis Bass 
Jodee Brunning  Kristy Moller 
Geoff Brunning  Kenneth Badgett 
Sonny Timmerman  Stewart Yarborough 
John Schartner  Brett Campbell 
Martha Tarrant   
Martha Hutton   

 

1.  Meeting Called to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 3:33 pm. 

2. Adoption of meeting minutes:  The meeting minutes of the July 10, 2022 committee meeting were 
previously distributed. The minutes were unanimously approved on a motion by Sonny 
Timmerman and a second by Geoff Brunning 

3. Leanne stated the goal of this meeting is to develop next steps after receiving the survey results, 
including planning for the next Community Workshop.  Beverly Davis’s staff will facilitate the 
meeting to obtain community input and answer questions.  It will be focused on Short Term 
Rentals on Daufuskie in areas outside the PUD’s.  She will provide available meeting dates.   

4. Conditional Use Permit versus Special Use Permit:  Leanne explained that a Conditional Use 
Permit is middle ground between a Permitted Use and Special Use Permit. 

5. Beaufort County Ordinance:  Geoff explained that Section 4.1.360 of the Beaufort County 
Development Code defines Short Term Rentals and lists suggested conditions.  Sonny pointed 
out the County should have input on the conditions chosen for Daufuskie.  Guidelines will need to 
meet requirements of the Beaufort County Ordinance, as we cannot change the Ordinance. 

6. Inspection of the Building:  One condition could be to have the building inspected to ensure it 
meets health and safety requirements.  Geoff suggested this could be done by a licensed building 
inspector that reviews homes which are being sold in lieu of inspection by the Fire Department.  A 
form should be developed for the inspection requirements.  Geoff distributed a sample form that 
is used by the city of Huntington Beach (Exhibit A) 

7. Occupancy:  There needs to be a guideline for determining the building occupancy, such as 2 
adults per bedroom plus 2 adults for the living room.  This formula would allow six persons in a 
two-bedroom home.  A question was raised whether this would apply to children.  It is often 
interpreted to include children 12 and over.   

8. Permit Revocation:  Beaufort County guidelines state a permit can be revoked after 3 or more 
valid complaints.   

9. Other STR Options:  Geoff pointed out that some other ways that the number of STR’s can be 
determined is through a fixed number, percentage, or distance apart.  However, these provisions 
have not held up in other communities.  They would likely be thrown out in court, and then 
Daufuskie would be left with no guidelines, and no allowed STR’s. 

10. STR Survey:  Martha T noted that according to the survey results, approximately half of 
respondents want to see the number of STR’s on the island increase, while the other half would 
like to see the number stay the same or decrease.  Both opinions need to be listened to. 

11. Zoning Map:  Leanne asked how development could be encouraged in certain areas, such as 
those zoned for higher density?  She gave an example of how development was encouraged in 



one area of Cincinnati by providing tax incentives.  Martha T suggested that STR’s could be 
encouraged in Daufuskie Zones D-3, D-4, and D-5 by making STR’s a conditional permitted use 
in those areas.  STR’s in the Historic District could be made a Special Use Permit, where there is 
already a mix of long-term and short-term homes.  Maryfield is already 70% short term rental.  
Geoff noted that Maryfield was originally developed to provide housing for people working on the 
island.  Sonny agreed that STR’s should be encouraged in higher density zones.   

12. Special Use Permit:  The Special Use Permit would allow residents to have a say in whether 
STR’s are permitted in their area.  However, it is likely that most Special Use Permit’s would be 
approved, as there are very few reasons to deny a permit.  It was noted that it is a hardship on 
Daufuskie residents to go to an evening meeting in Beaufort, when there is no evening ferry to 
return to the island.  Eric Greenway has suggested that a different process could be developed 
for Daufuskie.  Sonny noted that the standard process of obtaining a STR permit in Beaufort 
County is by the Special Use Permit.  

a. Geoff expressed concern that the Special Use Permit could pit neighbor against neighbor.   

b. Leanne suggested there has to be a way to make the process easy for Daufuskie 
residents.  There has to be a justifiable reason to deny a permit. 

c. Sonny said notices can be sent to property owners within 500 feet of a proposed STR. 

d. Cathie noted that Conditional Use and Special Use permits need to be clearly defined for 
the discussion at the upcoming public meeting. 

e. Geoff pointed out that people considering purchase of a property may not know in 
advance whether their property will be approved for an STR.   

13. Quality of Life and STR enforcement is something that many communities deal with.  It is better if 
neighbors talk to each other in a kind way to work out problems as they arise.  Martha H noted 
how she watched North Forest beach on Hilton Head go from a community of three bedroom 
homes to an area of large hotels and ten bedroom homes, completely changing the area.   

14. Sewers:  Goeff explained there are areas of the island that don’t have sewers that would be 
required for higher density development.  It is very expensive to extend sewer lines and tap on.  A 
package plant may need to be installed, which is also expensive.   

15. Sonny noted that good options are to have a Conditional Use Permit and a Special Use Permit.  
These would be easy text amendments to the DI Code, which would allow STR’s to be approved 
quickly.  Conditions need to be developed now, but they can be improved later.  Leanne 
explained that once a recommendation is made to the DI Council, the Council can call a special 
meeting if needed to approve it quickly.  It will still most likely be the end of the year before 
everything is approved through the County. 

16. Conditional Use Permit:  Geoff distributed a draft of possible conditions (Exhibit B).  He 
suggested they be further developed, incorporating comments from the DARR group (Exhibit C).  
Sonny distributed a copy of DARR’s comments with his additional comments (Exhibit D). 

17. Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be July 24 at 3:30 pm.  The agenda will include finalizing 
suggested STR conditions and setting the date for the public meeting. 

18. The meeting adjourned at 4:40 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Martha Tarrant 

Attachments 

Exhibit A:  Huntington Beach STR Inspection Form 
Exhibit B:  Draft STR Conditions 
Exhibit C:  DARR Recommendations 
Exhibit D:  Comments from Sonny on DARR Recommendations 



Exhibit A



Short-Term Rentals - Conditional Use Permit 

Short term rentals (STR’s) are defined in Beaufort County Community Development Code, Section 

4.1.360, but amended for Daufuskie Island, as follows: 

1. The property owner shall apply for a Conditional Use Permit to be issued by the Zoning Dept.  

The application shall consist of an application form, payment of an application fee, together 

with the following documents: 

a. Insurance certificate. 

b. Property Owner ID. 

c. Property Inspection Certification completed by a South Carolina licensed building 

inspector. 

2. The Conditional Use Permit shall be valid for one year and may be renewed annually thereafter. 

3. A fully executed Property Inspection Certificate shall only be required every two years. 

4. Accommodation: the subject property must be a legally permitted dwelling unit of one or more 

rooms arranged for complete independent housekeeping purposes with space for living and 

sleeping; facilities for eating and cooking; and provisions for sanitation.  For the purposes of this 

regulation and for the avoidance of doubt, recreational vehicles, campers, fifth-wheel trailers, 

tents, shipping containers, and motor vehicles, are not considered dwelling units. 

5. The maximum occupancy is two persons per bedroom plus two persons per living room. 

6. The owner shall maintain a public liability insurance policy with $1,000,000 coverage. 

7. All property taxes must be current. 

8. Tenants must comply with Beaufort County’s Ordinance 2021/07 (amended noise Ordinance) 

 

Exhibit B
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